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Principal:  Mr. T. Aaron Marcin                Assistant Principal:  Ms. Katie Demcio 

The Leopard Link 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS                          

8/29-9/1 

Kindergarten staggered entry 
 

9/2 

1:00-2:00 PM Kindergarten 
Meet the Teacher 

 
9/5 

NO SCHOOL-Labor Day 

 

9/6 

First day for kindergartners!  

8:30-9:30AM Kindergarten 
Coffee, Tears, and Cheers 

 

9/8 

Go-Play-Save Starts  

 
9/9 

8:00 AM Fitness Friday 

12:30 PM EARLY RELEASE 

 
9/15 

6:00 PM Family Night Out—
Ice Cream Social 

 

9/16 

8:00 AM Fitness Friday 

Spirit Day! Summer Memories 

Grandparents Day-lunch with 
grandchild in cafeteria 

 

9/22 

6:00 –8 :00 PM Open House 
and PTA Meeting 

Go-Play-Save ends 

 

9/23  

8:00 AM Fitness Friday  

 
9/27 

1st Quarter Interim Reports 
 

9/30 

8:00 Fitness Friday 

12:30 EARLY RELEASE 

Principal’s Corner                                                                                                              

Welcome Back Lead Mine Families! 

We are all so excited to have the building full of students, parents, and families once again. The summer 
break was a great opportunity for Lead Mine to undergo some exciting changes in paint color, furniture, 
and brighter lights, and the almost complete Always Dream Playground. Hopefully our students found the 

summer break to be a good way to rest, relax, and rejuvenate themselves for the 2016-2017 school year. 

In addition to some changes to the building, we have been busy adding people to our Dynamic staff. 

Please welcome these new people to our Lead Mine family as you get to know them this year; 

Ms. Kasey Jones – Kindergarten Teacher 
Ms. Sarah Garner – Kindergarten Teacher 
Ms. Kaitlyn Kingsmore – 3rd Grade Teacher 
Ms. Candice Volland – 3rd Grade Teacher 
Ms. Rita Vermulen – Blended Teacher (deaf/blind) 
Ms. Erin Bowen – I/D Severe 2 Teacher 
Ms. Mandy Foss – Media Specialist 
Ms. Catherine Perkinson – ½ Combination Teacher 
Ms. Karen Nicols – Blended Classroom Teacher Asst. 
Mr. Gerald Payton – Blended Classroom Teacher Asst. 
Ms. Nicole Jenkins – Blended Classroom Teacher Asst. 
Ms. Janelle McSwain – I/D 2 Teacher Asst 
Ms. Berritt Goodwin – I/D 1 Teacher Asst 
Ms. Stephanie Grant – Kindergarten Teacher Asst 
Ms. Xia Stanley – Kindergarten Teacher Asst 
Ms. Vivian Villaescusa – 1st Grade Teacher Asst 
Ms. Annette Thornhill – Social Worker 
Ms. Iryna Shkarbanov – Language Facilitator 
 

Moves among teacher in the school building include; 

Ms. DeAnna Huffines – 2nd Grade Teacher 
Ms. Gloria Butler – 4th Grade Teacher 
Ms. Shawna Sullivan – 4th Grade Teacher 
Ms. Ashlee Wackerly – 5th Grade Teacher 
Ms. Areclais Gil – Blended Classroom Teacher Asst. 

 

We are all so very excited about how DYNAMIC our staff is this year as they work to Determine Your Now 

Actively Meeting Individual Challenges. 

Welcome Back – We cannot wait to see each of our returning students 

and get better acquainted with new students to Lead Mine Elementary. 

Aaron Marcin                                                                                    
Lead Learner                                                                                     

Lead Mine Elementary 
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Spots of Thanks go to... 

...the many, many Staff, Parents, and PTA members who worked so hard to fund the Always Dream Playground, which is finally a reality! It is 
essential that every child at Lead Mine has a safe and fun place to play.  

...Lauren Cotter and Andrea Smythe for organizing multiple Kindergarten Connections events throughout the summer and helping our new fami-
lies get to know each other and Lead Mine before school starts!  
...Cami Stephens and Rebekah Williams for helping to greet families at the New Family Ice Cream Social.  
...the awesome Lead Mine Staff, for welcoming our kids into the new school year with big smiles and lots of joy! Here’s to a fantastic year!  
...Jennifer Leoncini, Tara Pleasant, Jennifer Heard, Mary Beth Taintor, Phylicia Rose, and Emily Colon who helped to arrange for a wonderful 
PDQ lunch and welcome our Olympic gold medal-winning staff back to school at the Welcome Back Lunch.  Thank you to EVERYONE who donat-
ed items for the event!  
...Tara Sant'Agata, Jennifer Heard, Kathleen Weathers, and Alisar Aboul Mona who helped in the Copy & Laminating Center before school 
began.  
...to the PTA Board of Directors for all of the time this past summer spent planning for a new school year. Where would we be without you?  
...to Gretchen Loftis for organizing a successful Flu Shot Clinic for our teachers, administration and other school employees!  

President’s Perspective 

What an exciting few days it has been!  During last Tuesday’s New Family Ice Cream Social, I was honored to 
meet new Lead Mine families.  At Meet the Teacher, I heard many squeals of delight from friends seeing each 
other after a long summer.  On the first day of school, I had the privilege of escorting new students to their class-

rooms.  I am so pleased to have the honor of serving as Lead Mine PTA President this year.  My name is Leisa Glantz, mom to 
a 3rd grader and a recent (and reluctant) Lead Mine alumnus. 
 
Whether you are a new Lead Mine family or have been here awhile, let me extend a big welcome to you.  The PTA’s Board of 
Directors has met throughout the summer to plan and organize the new school year.  We are excited about what’s in store, 
including Boosterthon, Book Fair, Spring Carnival, and Family Night Out events for our students, staff, and families, and we 
hope you will be, too!   
 
I encourage you to consider membership in the PTA.  Our PTA is a community of teachers, staff, and parents whose common 
goal is to support the education of our children.  The staff at Lead Mine works hard to build a solid partnership between home 
and school, and it is our priority to support that.  Although we certainly welcome and encourage it, member-
ship in the PTA does not commit you to volunteering.  Instead, it indicates your desire to help build the 
home-school partnership.  Membership information is available on our website, at the tables in the front 
lobby this week and next, and in your child’s Tuesday folder next week.  Two levels of membership are 
available: a single membership for $10 or a family membership for $15.  We hope you will join us in actively 
supporting our children and our school through membership in the PTA. Please feel free to contact me any-
time. 
 
Leisa Glantz, PTA President 
leisaglantz@gmail.com or 919-523-9895 

  Don't forget to sign up for PTA Membership!                                                                           
You need to renew your membership each year. Members that join/renew by September 
19th will be entered into a drawing for one of three $50 gift cards from Sawmill Tap Room, 
Kai Sushi, and Gonza Tacos! Your membership form is in the Tuesday folder!  

Support Lead Mine by becoming an advertised business partner! 

Our school is participating in the Boosterthon Fun Run, a 9-day fundraising event that incorporates fitness, lead-

ership, and character on elementary school campuses.  This year we are raising funds for classroom technology! 

Every student wears a t-shirt the day of the Boosterthon Fun Run, where the school community gathers to cheer 
on students as they run laps. Laps are tallied on the tshirts, and students wear them as year-round trophies for their achievement. 
We’re excited for our students to experience this school-wide, fitness event! Please support our school and become an advertised 

business partner by including your logo on our t-shirts.  Look for more information coming home in your student’s Tuesday folder.   

Please contact Leslie Blackwood at leslieblkwd@gmail.com or 919-271-8132 for more information.  Thank you in advance for your support! 
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“Kindergarten Coffee, Tears, and Cheers”                                     
Sept 6, 8:30-9:30 in the cafeteria 

Join us to mourn (or celebrate) your precious little one’s first full day of school.  Mingle 

and get to know other Lead Mine parents - you may be setting up a play date before you know 

it! Younger siblings are welcome to join us as well. Light pastries and coffee will be provided.  

Register or Re-Register to Volunteer! 
Any adult who volunteers in a Wake County School must be approved as a volunteer.   

So, if you are planning to help in your child's classroom or attend a field trip this year, you must complete 
the registration process.                                                                                                    

Everyone must re-register each school year.   

The process can be completed from a computer at ANY WAKE COUNTY SCHOOL, and stations are set up in the Media 
Center at Lead Mine just for this purpose. If this is the first time you are registering, you will need your Driver's License 

and Social Security number. If you just need to re-register, it only takes a few minutes, and you will only need your Social 
Security number. Register early to make sure you are approved before it's too late!  Stop by the Media Center before or 

after school, or even during your lunch hour, to complete your registration! Questions? Contact Katie Carroll, School 
Counselor, at kcarroll2@wcpss.net. 

How does the Lead Mine PTA communicate with Parents? 

Leopard E-Link Notification System: Sign up to receive e-mail alerts via Lead Mine’s Leopard E-link 
Notification System, operated through Google Groups. Communications range from reminders about 
school events and deadlines, requests for volunteers, inclement weather updates, Wake County Public 
School System (WCPSS) news, and more. Staff, parents, grandparents, guardians and friends of Lead 
Mine are all invited to join and receive communications at home and/or work. All e-mail addresses are 
kept confidential and virus protection is provided.  To sign up, contact Bonnie Bendell, our E-link editor, at bonnieben-
dell@hotmail.com or sign up directly at https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/lead-mine-elementary-pta .      

Leopard Link Newsletter: The Leopard Link Newsletter will keep you up to date on all the latest news and happenings at 
Lead Mine. The Newsletter is published by the PTA. NEW THIS YEAR: The Leopard Link is going all digital! To receive the 
newsletter, you must be signed up for the Leopard E-Link.  To sign up, contact Bonnie Bendell, our E-link editor, at bonnieben-
dell@hotmail.com or sign up directly at https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/lead-mine-elementary-pta .  Don’t worry, every-
one will receive a paper copy the first month of school and have an opportunity to opt in for continued paper copies of the news-
letter.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                       
Social Media: Please visit our PTA website at leadminepta.weebly.com, which is continually updated throughout the year. 
Here you can find all kinds of information on our PTA’s programs and how to join, as well as volunteer opportunities at the 
school. PLUS it is the place to find copies of any forms that are sent home from the PTA, as well as all the past copies of the 
Leopard Link.  Also, please “like” us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/LeadMineElementaryPTA) and/or follow us on Twitter 
@Lead_Mine_PTA! Important announcements and information on upcoming events and the latest school news are posted 
there.   

Student Directory: Lead Mine Elementary PTA has a secure online directory for Lead Mine students and staff to use to find 
student names, parent/caregiver names, addresses, email addresses, phone numbers, grade, and teacher at www.ptoffice.com. 
For students who were here last year, please visit the website, set up your family login & password, and enter/update your con-
tact information. You can select what information you would like private (only visible to you) or public (only visible to Lead Mine 
students and staff). We will have information on new students in the system soon. You can download and print the online direc-
tory if you would like to have a paper copy. If you would like us to print a directory for you for a small fee, please let us know. 
More information will be provided in the upcoming weeks.  

Grandparents Day is coming to Lead Mine!                                                              

Friday September 16
th

 

Call, text, email, video chat, snail mail… whatever you need to do…  Just get the word out that Grandparents Day is 
coming!  All grandparents are invited to join their student(s) for lunch during their assigned lunch time. Afterwards, 

stop by the media center for a sweet treat. Questions? Contact Leslie Blackwood at leslieblkwd@gmail.com 
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Lead Mine Fitness Friday Club 

PLEASE NOTE:  KIDS CAN PARTICIPATE IN THIS ACTIVITY UP UNTIL 9/30/16 WITHOUT A SIGNED PERMISSION SLIP.                                    
HOWEVER, FOLLOWING THAT DATE, A PERMISSION SLIP MUST BE ON FILE WITH THE CHILD’S TEACHER IN ORDER FOR HIM/HER TO 

PARTICIPATE. SEE BELOW FOR THE PERMISSION SLIP. 

WHO:  The Fitness Friday Club is open to ALL students, Grades 1-5. Kindergarten students will be able to start attending 

later in the school year.  No sign up is required.  Showing up constitutes membership in this club.  

WHAT:  In an effort to help students learn the importance of an active lifestyle, the Fitness Friday Club will continue this school 

year with a Run/Walk program that students can participate in for up to 25 minutes on Friday mornings before the 8:25 bell. 

WHEN:  Fitness Friday will begin on Friday, September 9.  The Fitness Friday Club will begin at 8:00am on the track, AFTER 

students check in with their teacher.  Please note that students may NOT be dropped off prior to 8am. 

WHERE:  Once students arrive at school, they should head to their classroom to drop off their school bag (and breakfast if pur-
chased).  Students may then head to the track to participate in walking or running, as long as they arrive in their classroom before 
8:20am.  Participants will return to their classroom at 8:25 (students who purchased breakfast may eat in their class when they get 

back from the track). 

 WHY:  Active Kids Learn Better! 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!   

The Fitness Friday Club requires parent volunteers to supervise the students each Friday of the 
program.  Please check the Sign Up Genius link below to sign up to volunteer between 7:50am 
and 8:30am on any of the Fridays. YOUR HELP is integral to the success of this program.       

It’s a great way to give time, and the commitment is minimal.  

To volunteer: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0b4caaa92b0-fitness?1471904257894 

 

QUESTIONS:  Email Elizabeth Kearse at eskearse@gmail.com 

 

FITNESS FRIDAY PERMISSION SLIP 

Please be sure to PRINT your child’s full name in the space provided in addition to providing the grade level and                        

your child’s teacher’s PRINTED name.    

I give my child, _____________________________________________, in Grade ______,  with teacher  

 

___________________________________  permission to participate in the Fitness Friday activity every Friday that it is available. 

Printed name of Parent/Guardian: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Signed Name of Parent/Guardian: 

________________________________________________Date__________ 

 

Please return to your child’s teacher.   
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