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Calendar 
 

April 

4/23 

Carnival Food Pre-Orders Due 

 

4/25 

Jump Rope Assemblies 

K-2nd at 1-1:45PM 

3rd-5th at 2-2:45PM  

 

4/26 

Spring Carnival 12-4PM 

 

May 

5/6 

4th Quarter Interim reports 

 

5/8 

FNO “Double Header” @  

Zaxby’s & Goodberry’s 

 

5/9 

Crazy Hair Spirit Day 

 

5/23 

Volunteer Tea – 8:30AM  

General Membership PTA  

Meeting - 9AM 

 

5/26 

Memorial Day – No School 
 

5/31 

Lead Mine Showcase @ Barnes 

& Noble (Triangle Town Center)  
 

June 

6/2 

EOG Week for 3rd-5th Grades 

(tentative)  

 

6/10 

Super Kids Day 

  
 

April 22,  2014 

Principal:  Gary Baird   Asst. Principal:  Teresa Caswell 
8301 Old Lead Mine Road  Raleigh, North Carolina  27615 

Office phone (919) 870-4120 

Editor’s Note:  The Leopard Link is published weekly by the Lead Mine PTA.  The purpose of this newsletter is to communicate pertinent school, PTA, and education-related 

information to the Lead Mine community.  Advertisements and solicitations from local and corporate businesses will not be accepted. The deadline for each issue is Thursday at 

3:30 p.m.  If you’d like to place an article, please email your submission to theleopardlink@gmail.com.   Thank you!!  Leopard Link Editors: Ashley Murr and Jessica Bruegge-

man   

 

 

 

  

 

Principal’s Corner 
 This is the time of year, when as a teacher, I started to get a 

little misty at the thought of my kids moving on at the end of 

the year.  At this point you know them well and are aware of 

their many gifts as students and as people.  We have high 

expectations for our students and it is very satisfying when 

they live up to or exceed those expectations.   Student suc-

cesses here go way beyond the classroom.  Prior to Spring 

Break our fourth graders took a field trip to Old Salem and 

our fifth graders were able to attend an overnight field trip to 

“Sleep with the Sharks,” at the aquarium in Manteo.  Chaper-

ones and charter bus drivers from both trips took the time to 

write me to tell me what an outstanding job our teachers did 

on those trips and how well behaved our students were.  I am 

always proud when our students and teachers   represent Lead 

Mine so well.   

This past Thursday we had our Pawsitive Assembly to honor the students’ academic performance, character 

traits and attendance.  Thanks for the great parent turnout.  We love it any time our parents can come to 

Lead Mine for events.  We appreciate all of that support.  Anyone who attended will attest to what a fantas-

tic job Robin Phillips, our school counselor, did as the master of ceremonies and organizer.  All three as-

semblies ran like a well oiled machine.  One of the highlights of the assembly was a performance by our 

resurrected school choir. The district gave us two part time music teachers for three years, which made it 

virtually impossible to have a choir during that time.  When we got our single full time music position back, 

one of my priorities was to get the choir up and running again.  When we interviewed Amy Byers for our 

music position she said she was up to the task and she was correct.  She has about 38 kids, which is a great 

start for a new program.  They practice early in the morning, one day a week, before school starts.  They 

will be performing for you April 29th, in the multipurpose room, at 6:30 PM.  They will be joined for the 

performance by the Lead Mine band.  The band began several years ago with only six kids and now has 

enough kids for a beginning and advanced band. They practice Tuesdays and Thursdays after school.  Mark 

your calendars – it should be a great evening.   

I would be remiss if I did not also mention the school carnival this weekend.  We all look forward to the 

carnival.  The Lead Mine PTA does an amazing job of organizing the event so there are plenty of fun attrac-

tions for everyone.  I love seeing all the smiles as the kids race around the grounds looking for the next cool 

thing to do.  Kids just seem to love running around school on a Saturday…..unless it is a year-round school 

kid on a snow make-up day.  ( - ;    I’ll see you Saturday! 

 
Pre-Orders for Carnival Food 

 

All pre-orders for Moe’s food at the  

Carnival on Saturday are due  

TOMORROW.  To guarantee your food  

choices, please pre-order your food. 

An extra order form should be in your 

child’s Tuesday folder today if you need 

it or on page 2 of the following link to  

print from home:   

http://leadminepta.weebly.com/

uploads/1/6/4/5/16452972/ll_final4-

8.pdf   

Do You Think You’re Eating Healthy? 

 
At our Spring Carnival, come and find out which member of your family has the 

healthiest immune system!  Health is not a "game" and  by getting your antioxidants 
scanned, you can find out which foods to add to your diet to increase your overall an-
tioxidant score.  It's easy, the results are often surprising, and it's worth a few minutes 

of your time! 

mailto:theleopardlink@gmail.com
http://leadminepta.weebly.com/uploads/1/6/4/5/16452972/ll_final4-8.pdf
http://leadminepta.weebly.com/uploads/1/6/4/5/16452972/ll_final4-8.pdf
http://leadminepta.weebly.com/uploads/1/6/4/5/16452972/ll_final4-8.pdf


Spots of Thanks go to...  

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER! 
@Lead_Mine_PTA 

  “LIKE” US: 

www.facebook.com/LeadMineElementaryPTA  

GET TO KNOW US: 

http://leadminepta.weebly.com/ 

….…Abbey Zelliche and all of the parent volunteers who were able to help during our visit from the 5th Grade Artist-in-

Residence! 

 
The Lead Mine Spring Carnival is 

THIS WEEKEND! 
Saturday, April 26th from 12-4PM 

 
Lead Mine’s Spring Carnival is THIS SATURDAY, April 26th from 12-4PM!  We are SO EXCITED for 

the fun to begin, and we hope you will come out to join us for an afternoon of family fun!    

Here is just a sampling of the fun games & activities we have lined up: 
Inflatable Bounce Castle & Obstacle Course  

Feed the Monster & Bean Bag Toss 

Lucky Ducks & Gone Fishin’ 

Skee Roll, Putt Putt Golf from TGA, and Basketball & Football tosses 

Ring-a-Ling and ring toss games, Disk Drop & Knock Em’ Down Can Crash 

Face Painting, Jewelry Making, and a Tattoo Parlor 

Silent Auction 

Antioxidant Scanning & health consultations by Deidri & Kjell Ottesen 

Catering from Moe’s and an awesome bake sale  

Cotton candy & hand-cut fries to benefit our ID Severe Program Proposed Playground 

Kona Ice 

And MUCH MORE! 

 

Woot Woot!  Pop in and see students performing in the Lead Mine Band (1-1:45) and Jump Rope 

Team (3:00-3:30), and consider taking part in the Tech Run out on the track to help raise money tech-

nology in the Media Center (2:00-3:00).  Avoid the lines by sending in your pre-order form for food 

and game tickets/unlimited play wristbands along with your payment.  There is something for every-

one at the Spring Carnival, so don’t miss it!  We’ll see you there! 

 

We are still in dire need of volunteers (high school volunteers welcome!) to help with our games so 

PLEASE consider giving an hour of your time to help out.  This is an important event for our kids, 

and one that so many look forward to each year.  We would love YOUR help to pull off a successful 

carnival.   We are also in need of bottled water and caffeine-free drinks as well as baked goods.  To 

sign up for either one, visit: 

Donations http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4EACA728A5FD0-spring/587966 

Volunteers http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4EACA728A5FD0-lead  

Silent Auction  Some of the items up for bid include: 

 

 

One night premier king room at the Umstead with break-
fast for two at Herons 
Four one day passes to Tweetsie 
Biltmore passes 
Kanki gift card 
Zero Rez carpet cleaning certificates 
518 west gift card 
Lake park swim membership discount 
North raleigh gymnastics birthday party 
Mud cats tickets 
NC symphony tickets 
Right Track Academy one week camp 

Brunch at Irregardless Cafe 
YMCA one week of camp 
Artistic abandon camp 
The Oxford gift card 
CC and Company one week summer camp 
NC state football tickets 
Gym Carolina birthday party 

Plus many more items! 
If you have any questions please contact Lacy Drummond -
lacydrummond8@yahoo.com  

file:///C:/Users/Public/Documents/www.facebook.com/LeadMineElementaryPTA
http://leadminepta.weebly.com/
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“Drive –Thru Doughnuts” — Pre-Order Form 
 

Lead Mine’s ID severe classrooms will be selling original glazed Krispy Kreme doughnuts to assist in raising money for their 
adaptive playground. In order to make planning easier, we are offering a pre-order option.  

While we have some extra boxes, we strongly suggest that you PRE-ORDER. The cost is $8.00/box. 
 

Doughnuts will be available for pick-up during afternoon carpool on Friday, May 9th. 
Simply drive through carpool, and we will hand you your doughnuts!  

Thank you in advance! 
 

Please return the pre-order form with payment to your child’s homeroom teacher by Tuesday, May 6.  
All checks should be made to Lead Mine PTA.  There will be a $25 charge for all returned checks. 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   
PRE-ORDER FORM 

 

 

# of boxes @ $8.00__________________  Total enclosed:_____________________ 
 

Child’s Name_______________________  Teacher’s Name:____________________ 

This year's jump rope assembly is scheduled for Friday, 

April 25th in the MPR . There will be two assemblies: K-

2 students will attend 1:00 to 1:45 pm. 3-5 students 

will attend 2:00 to 2:45 pm. 

Those jump rope team members, who have regularly 

attended  morning practices, will be performing in    

either one or both of the assemblies. Each team    

member will be bringing home a paper with more infor-

mation regarding their performance time, on Tues-

day and Wednesday of this week. Please do not hesi-

tate to email Coach C. if you have any ques-

tions regarding your child's performance 

time for this assembly.   

scruickshanks1@wcpss.net  

Jump Rope Assembly Come Hear the Lead Mine Band's Spring 

Performances! 

 

Want to hear your Lead Mine Band in action?  Join us for one 

of our exciting spring performances!  The first performance will 

be part of the Spring Carnival--on Saturday, April 26th at 

1pm.  Our second performance will be held on Tuesday, April 

29th at 6:30pm, and we'll be joined by the fabulous Lead Mine 

Chorus.  Both concerts will take place on the stage in the gym. 

As a reminder, registration for the 2014-2015 Lead Mine Band 

is open to all rising 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students.  For more 

information or to register for next year's band, please visit our 

website at http://www.leadmineband.com or contact our direc-

tor, Christina Thompson, at christina@summerglen-

music.com.  

PTA Nominating Spotlight 

The nominating committee has been working hard to secure volunteers willing to serve in the Executive Board 

positions for the 2014-2015 school year. The  committee presented the 2014-15 slate of officers at last Thurs-

day's PTA meeting, and a vote of the general membership will take place at the Volunteer Tea in May.  

President: B.J. Cady    Treasurer: April Walker   Secretary: Leslie Blackwood    VP Communications: Leisa 

Glantz-Davis    VP Programs: Holly Lotterhos    VP Fundraising: Lacy Drummond    VP Services: Jennifer 

Heard    Advocacy:  Medina Skinner    Audit Committee: Lisa Freeman, Meredith Ellison, Kim Blaes 

  

We appreciate the willingness of these parents to serve in these volunteer capacities to coordinate PTA efforts to make Lead 

Mine the best it can be.  It’s not too late to join a committee for next year! If you are interested in helping with PTA programs 

and activities next year, please contact Nominating Chair Beth Sciaudone esciaudone@nc.rr.com. Thank you! 

mailto:scruickshanks1@wcpss.net
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mailto:christina@summerglen-music.com
mailto:christina@summerglen-music.com
mailto:esciaudone@nc.rr.com


Yearbooks are coming soon!! 
The books will arrive in May so make sure you snatch one up! The teachers have been given yearbook cou-
pons to pass out to students on their best behavior!  There will also be coupons given out randomly on 
Leopard Live to a few lucky kids, so be on your best behavior! 
 

Student’s Name ____________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Name _____________________________________________________ 

Teacher’s Name _______________________________Grade _______________ 

 

_____ Yearbook       $____18______ 

_____ Additional Yearbooks*     $ ____15_____ 

_____ I would like to donate the following amount  $ ____________ 

            toward additional yearbooks for Lead Mine. 

 

Total Amount Enclosed      $ ____________ 

 

Please make checks payable to Lead Mine Elementary School. 

 

Return this form with your payment to Cami Stephens, Yearbook Advisor 

 

Contract opportunity for Professional Painter 

The Buildings and Grounds committee is seeking quotes from professional painters. 

There are a couple of outdoor areas that need professional help. If you, or someone you know, 

would like to bid on this work please contact B.J. Cady at lilbit@nc.rr.com.  

Be Reading Role Models 

As much as they may deny it, most children want to be 

like their parents. Their lifelong habits start to form at the 
earliest ages, often by mimicking older members of the 
family. If they see you reading daily—both for function 
and for pleasure—they will more likely become avid read-

ers themselves. If children see parents visiting libraries 
and checking out books, giving and receiving books as 
gifts, and borrowing and loaning books to friends, they will 
know their parents place a high value on reading. 

Read Aloud to Children 

Reading to children, even for a few minutes each day, pre-
pares them to read and encourages a positive attitude 
toward reading. Children who are read to at home learn to 
read more easily, have a higher vocabulary, and are more 
likely to develop a love for reading than those who are not 
read to on a regular basis. Simply put, this cannot be done 

too early or too often.  

Limit Television, Computers, and Video Games 

For generations, education experts have been sounding 
the alarm about the harmful effects of too much televi-
sion. The rise in popularity of the Internet and computer 

and video games only adds to the din of distractions pull-
ing children away from more literary pursuits. While excel-
lent educational programs and software exist, consump-
tion of electronic media must be kept in check by parents. 
Limit children's television and computer use to make time 
for other activities, such as reading. Try not to use televi-
sion and computers as rewards for reading (or denying 

them as punishment for not). 

Literacy Corner... Math at Home... 

Math At Home 
“I’m the Greatest!” A Math Card Game 
Challenge your child to find the largest sums possible. Whoever can find the 

biggest answers gets the points! Your child will have fun while improving his/

her knowledge of how addition works.  They will also use critical thinking 

skills to determine the best position for each number. 

What You Need: 

One deck of cards  

Pencil and paper (for each player) 

Timer (optional) 

 
What You Do: 

1. The object of the game is to win points by forming the largest sum. 

2. Remove tens and face cards from the deck. If you have jokers, add them into 

the deck. Jokers 

will equal zero. 

3. Shuffle the cards. Give each player six cards. 

4. Players have exactly one minute to make a 3-digit plus 3-digit addition prob-

lem using the 

numbers on their six cards. Players should experiment and double check their 

work to ensure 

they have the largest sum possible. 

5. The player with the greatest sum wins the round and one point. The first 

player to earn 10 

points wins the game. 

Variations: 

· For younger players, deal two or four cards and form 1 or 2 digit sums. 

· Change the scoring so players earn the number of points in their sum. Change 

the name of the 

game to Think Big! 

Change the name of the game to Small is Beautiful. Create subtraction prob-

lems instead. 

Use more cards. Try adding four digit numbers or five digit numbers. 

Work on place value.   Have players try to create the largest possible 6-digit 

number with their 6 cards. 
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