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Calendar 
 

December 

 
12/4 

2nd Quarter Interim Reports 

Deadline to turn in Holiday-

Childcare Fundraiser forms 
 

12/6 
ID Severe Playground fundrais-

er night 6-9pm 

 

12/9 
Cultural Arts assembly – Bright 

Star Children’s Theater “Gift of 

the Magi” 
 

12/13 
Pajama Day  

Holiday Luncheon for Staff 
 

12/23 – 1/1/2014 
Winter Break – No School 

 

 

January 
 

1/2 
School Resumes 

 

1/10 
Crazy Hair Spirit Day 

FNO “Media by Moonlight” 

event @ Lead Mine 

 

1/14 
General Membership PTA 

Meeting 7-8PM  

 

1/17 
End of  2nd Quarter             

Early Release – 12:30PM 

 

1/20 
Holiday – No School  

 

 

 

December 3,  2013 

Principal:  Gary Baird   Asst. Principal:  Teresa Caswell 
8301 Old Lead Mine Road  Raleigh, North Carolina  27615 

Office phone (919) 870-4120 

Editor’s Note:  The Leopard Link is published weekly by the Lead Mine PTA.  The purpose of this newsletter is to communicate pertinent school, PTA, 

and education-related information to the Lead Mine community.  Advertisements and solicitations from local and corporate businesses will not be accepted. 

The deadline for each issue is Thursday at 3:30 p.m.  If you’d like to place an article, please email your submission to theleopardlink@gmail.com.   Thank 

you!!  Leopard Link Editors: Ashley Murr and Jessica Brueggeman   

 

 

 

Principal’s Corner 
  

I trust all of you had a wonderful Thanksgiving break.  It is definitely my favorite holiday.  

The premise of getting together with the people you love, giving thanks for all of your bless-

ings, eating until your belt starts cutting off your circulation, and not having to buy presents 

– what’s not to like? 

One of the things I’m always thankful for as a principal is having the luxury of a staff com-

prised of top notch teachers.  Every year the teachers vote on their selection for the honor of 

being the Lead Mine Teacher of the Year.  The person so honored then goes on for considera-

tion as the WCPSS Teacher of the Year, announced later in the year.  No matter who is nom-

inated, every year I know we are going to have a good choice.  This year our four finalists 

were: Gloria Butler, AIG and intervention; Shawna Sullivan, math intervention; Jessica 

Uehlin, fourth grade, and Allison Umelo, first grade.  And winner is – Allison Umelo!  This is 

Ms. Umelo’s tenth year at Lead Mine.  She started here as a third grade teacher and for the 

last few years has been teaching first grade.  She does a great job of building a sense of com-

munity in her classroom.  Ms. Umelo blends technology into her lessons to enhance student 

engagement.  I like walking into her classroom because the classical music playing in the 

background is so soothing and the students are always engaged in learning something inter-

esting.  So hats off to Ms. Umelo, one of the truly nice people at Lead Mine and a wonderful 

teacher. 

According to the district we will soon be receiving individual testing results for last year’s 

End of Grade (EOG) tests and this year’s third grade Beginning of Grade (BOG) test in read-

ing.  We are planning to send them home in the Tuesday folders depending on which week 

we receive them.  It should be any day now.  We informed you earlier that based on our 

school-wide results we showed our usual good growth scores and met all of our target scores 

with all of our subgroups.  However, our proficiency scores dropped over 20 points due to the 

new higher expectations.  Be prepared to see lower scores than you are used to seeing from 

your child.  We usually get our EOG scores the same week retention.  Since we are getting 

them so late this year, the time for those considerations have passed.  However, if your child 

does show below grade level scores on the EOG and BOG it is a red flag that they need to be 

working hard so they can catch up before the tests are given again this year.  If you have not 

already had a conference with your child’s teacher it would be a very good time to schedule 

one.  

If you have not already heard, Mary Beth Copeland will be stepping down as our lead secre-

tary and won’t be back after the holidays, so she can spend more time with family matters.  

She has been here for over six years and will be sorely missed.  Ms.Copeland is one of those 

people who can do her own job, fulfill a few duties beyond her job description, fight off some 

illness and still be smiling at the end of the day, which for her was usually a couple of hours 

past quitting time.  She has been an important part of what makes Lead Mine special.  We 

have begun the search for her replacement.  Have a great week.  Vacation will be here before 

you know it! 

Principal, Gary Baird 

 

Reminder:  Holiday Child-

care Fundraiser forms due 

TOMORROW, Dec. 4! 



Spots of Thanks go to... 
 

Holiday Childcare Night to benefit Lead Mine’s ID Severe 

Playground Project 
 

Want to get a little holiday shopping or perhaps have a Date Night without your “little 

elves”? Registration forms and payment are due  TOMORROW. The Lead Mine Elementary 

ID Severe Team, Mr. Baird & other staff members, and the PTA are hosting an evening of babysitting on  

Friday, December 6, from 6-9PM. Dinner will be served, kids can watch a movie, do crafts, and other fun 

activities, and all proceeds raised through this event will go towards funding our school’s ID Severe Play-

ground Project. 

Cost is $15 per child ($10 extra for each additional child), and includes dinner (pizza, fruit cup, drink and a 

treat). It’s a great babysitting value! Children ages 3 and older are welcome.  

Extra registration  forms can be printed from our website at, http://leadminepta.weebly.com  or you can 

pick one up in the front office. 

…the Paw Prints Student Newspaper Staff and Cami Stephens for all the hard work that went into 

creating our first student newspaper. It was a great first edition and we look forward to more! 

 

Help Needed for Lead Mine Staff Holiday Luncheon 
Friday, December 13 

11:00-2:00 PM 

Greystone Baptist Church Fellowship Hall 
We are really looking forward to treating our awesome staff to a yummy holiday  luncheon next Friday. Although many par-

ents have already signed up to assist with classroom coverage, a few classrooms still need help. Please check the sign up link 

below to see if your child’s classroom has volunteers. If you have a flexible schedule or can get away over your lunch hour, 

PLEASE consider helping out in this capacity by signing up: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B48ABA923A13-

class/750627 .  

Please note that all parents who volunteer must have approved volunteer clearance from WCPSS. The Media Center is open 

on Monday for those still needing to take care of that. Thank you for helping to make this special gift possible for our staff! 

Are YOU Linked? 

Since 1998, Harris Teeter's Together in Education program has donated over $19.8 mil-

lion dollars to schools in our communities. When customers whose VIC Cards are 

linked to Lead Mine through the TIE Program, Harris Teeter contributes a percentage 

of purchase dollars spent on select Harris Teeter Brand products to our school. Currently, there are approximately 184 people 

linked to Lead Mine, and they have earned nearly $200 in TIE money for our school. If you have not linked or re-linked your 

VIC card yet this school year, please help us out by doing so the next time you visit. Just mention to the cashier that you want 

to “Link to Lead Mine” and the school code is 2231. You can also link to multiple schools. This is a super easy way to help raise 

money for our school through your everyday purchases. Thanks, Lead Mine! 

http://leadminepta.weebly.com
:%20http:/www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B48ABA923A13-class/750627
:%20http:/www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B48ABA923A13-class/750627


 

 

Save the Date! 

 

Media by Moonlight 

Friday, January 10 

Mark your calendars and plan to 

join us for an evening complete 

with stories, crafts, cocoa and cookies on Friday, Jan-

uary 10th..  Mrs. Crosson and the Family Night Out 

committee are busy planning and lining up storytell-

ers for this FREE family event at Lead Mine. It’s a 

crowd-pleaser every year, so don’t miss it! Stay tuned 

for more information in the January 7th Leopard 

Link. 
  

Lead Mine Elementary’s Holiday Help will begin December 6 

This year, we have 25 students who need assistance.  If you are able to sponsor a 

Lead Mine Elementary student who is in need, we would very much appreciate your 

help!  We ask that every sponsor provide a minimum of one outfit and one toy (under $20) per child.  

Some students are also in need of a winter coat.  You are welcome to co-sponsor a child with another 

family if you so choose.  The process is simple:  Choose an Angel from our board in the office.  There 

will be an Angel Tree book in the office where you will sign in and receive instructions and infor-

mation about your Angel.  Wrapped gifts should be brought to the office no later than Wednesday, 

December 18.    

 

If you have any questions, please contact Robin Phillips, School Counselor,  

at 919-870-4124 or rlphillips@wcpss.net.  Thanks so much for your kindness. 

Save the Date—Lead Mine Science Fair 

2nd through 5th grades 

 February 6, 2014– 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

Do you want to be a Scientist?  Or maybe . . . an Inventor?  Start thinking about a possible project! Forms for 2nd, 

3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students are in today’s Tuesday folder.  You may turn in this registration form to your 

teacher anytime before January 17, and then we will send home the Science Fair Display Tri-fold and the infor-

mation packet. There is no cost to participate in the Fair this year.  Questions? – Contact Science Fair Coordina-

tors:  Krista Brincheck rosequartz66@hotmail.com or Beth Sciaudone esciaudone@nc.rr.com. 

Reflections Art Show      
 

“Believe, Dream, Inspire” 2013-2014 

A big thank you to all participants in the Reflections 

Art Program! Please come see the children’s art-

work displayed in the Media Center. The showing 

will be until next Wednesday. Then, winning entries 

will advance to the district round of the contest. 

Artists will be invited to a reception at Lead Mine in 

February where participants will be awarded prizes 

and winners will be announced.  Thanks again for 

exploring the arts and creating some masterpieces 

in this year’s Reflections!  

Angel Tree 

mailto:rlphillips@wcpss.net
mailto:rosequartz66@hotmail.com
mailto:esciaudone@nc.rr.com


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!  

@Lead_Mine_PTA 

  “LIKE” US: 

www.facebook.com/LeadMineElementaryPTA  

GET TO KNOW US: 

http://leadminepta.weebly.com/ 

Literacy Corner 

Comprehension 

 Comprehension is a crucial component of literacy. Reading comprehension involves constructing 
meaning from written material. Asking questions about the story, the characters and the author's 

message helps develop reading comprehension. Theme-based books provide a starting point for dis-
cussion and practice in reading comprehension. Families can read books based on holidays or sea-
sons to discuss with their children. The National Center for Family Literacy provides an activity guide 
for families based on historic events and a Celebrate Literacy calendar that offers seasonal activity 

ideas throughout the year.  Have fun with your children and the holidays....READ!!!!! 

 
Read more: http://www.ehow.com/info_7883260_family-literacy-activities-parents-

children.html#ixzz2jqfzmgH9 

Health and Wellness Article 
 

Sugar Lowdown 
 

One Sugary Drink a Day for a YearCould Equal 7,300  Sugar Cubes   
  
Can the sugar you drink in sweetened beverages over the course of a year add up to equal 664 pieces 
of melting fudge, or maybe twice the height of a giraffe? The answer could be yes if you drink only one 
sugary beverage a day. Add a couple more drinks and those equivalents grow exponentially. 
Sugar sweetened drinks are the largest source of added sugar in the diets of US youth. And it’s our job 
as parents, caregivers, and role models for the next generation to set the right example and relay the 
right message about sugar consumption to our kids. 

It’s easy to overlook the amount of sugar we consume in a single day when we look at it as just flavor. 
Remove that sugar from the drink and give it a physical form, and it turns into something that we would 
not as quickly put into our bodies. Think 14,600 teaspoons of sugar or maybe 7,300 sugar cubes. 
We’ve teamed up with Brita USA to bring these numbers to life. 

POSTED ON 11/4/13 BY ALLIANCE FOR A HEALTHIER GENERATION 
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