
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Make your child the star of his own audio book! Have him read a book into a 

tape recorder. During playback, help him follow along in the book. Help him 
identify errors. Use your own judgment on whether to stop the tape and 

demonstrate correct words and phrases. Some research has indicated that as 
your child listens to himself and hears his own reading becoming better, his 

skills will likely improve. Reward your child for the errors he finds and corrects 
as well as for his successes. 
 

LITERACY CORNER 

Create Books on Tape 
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I Want That!! 

 

Growing up we all probably remember spending hours looking through catalogs and 
circling all the things we wanted to buy.  Many children want one of those and one of 

those and one of those, too, but he/she may not realize how the costs add up. You can 
use your child’s wants and desires as a tool to practice the skills of budgeting and money 
sense.  

 
What to Do: 

1. Give your child an imaginary budget.  Usually somewhere between 30 and 50 
dollars works well, but the older the child, the higher the spending limit can be. Just 

make sure your child understands this is a game. 
 
2. Dig out the fliers and catalogs.  Start out slow. Help your child understand the 

shopping process by having him/her choose an item.  Make sure it’s less than the 
spending limit and then you’re your child subtract it from the limit to see how much 

money is left. You can then move to picking a few items, adding them together and then 
subtracting that total.  
 

4. (Ages 7-9) Practice rounding to the nearest dollar.  Your child may not be able to add 
prices like $29.95 and $8.99 with ease. If he/she makes them an even $30 and $9 it will 

make the game a little easier and help her to learn when to round up and when to round 
down.  
 

5. (Ages 9-11) Calculate the tax.  A lot of kids go over budget because they forget to 
add in tax. You can help your child understand the tax by teaching them how to calculate 

the percentage into their total cost. 
 

Website Source: 

http://childparenting.about.com/od/schoollearning/a/summerlearning_math_grocerystore.htm 
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